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MR. HUME, a few 
jnonths before his 
death, wrote the following 
fhort account of his own 
Life; and, in a codicil to 
his will, defired that it might 
be prefixed to the next edi- 
tion of his Works. Thati 

* 

edition cannot be publifhed ? 
for a confiderable time. The 
Editor, in the mean while, 
in order to ferve the pur- 

i chafers 
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chafers of the former edi- 
tions ; and, at the fame 
time, to gratify the impa- i 
tience of the public curiofity ; 
lias thought proper to pub- 
lifh it feparately, without al- 
tering even the title or fuper- 

fcription, which was written 

* » ♦ 

in Mr. Hume's own hand on 
the cover of the manufcript. 
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IT is difficult for a man to 
fpeak long of hkrifelf with* 
Out vanity; therefore, I fhall be 
Cbort. It may be thought an in«* 
ftance of vanity that I: pretend at 
all to write my life ; but thi* 
Narrative (hall contain little more 
than the Hiftory of my Writings? 

B "as 
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as, indeed, ahnoft all my life 
has been fpent in literary pur- 
fuits and occupations. The firft 

fuccefs of moll of my writings 

• •■ 

was not fuch as to be an obje& 
of vanity* 

I was born the 26th of April 
171 1, old ftyle, at Edinburgh. 
I was of A good <aouly t both by 
father and mother : my father's 
family is a branch of the Earl 
of Home's, or Hume's ; and my 
a&ceftors had been proprietors 
of the eftate, wfrkh my brother 
poffdfes* for federal generations. 
My mother was daughter of Sir 

David 
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David Falconer, Prefident of the 
College of Juftice : the title of 
Lord Halkerton came by fuccef* 
fion to her brother. 

My family, however, was not 
rich, and being myfelf a younger 
brother, my patrimony, accord- 
ing to the mode of my country, 
was of courfe very (lender. My 
father, who paffed for a man of 
parts, died when I was an in- 
fant, leaving me, with an elder 
brother and a fitter, under the 
care of our mother, a woman of 
lingular merit, who, though 

young and handfome, devoted 

B a bcr- 
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herfelf entirely jp the rearing 
and- educating of her children. 
I paflpd through the ordinary 
courfe of education with fuccefs; 
and was feized very early with a 
paffion for literature, which has 
been the ruling paffion #f my 
life, and the great fource of my 
enjoyments.. My ftudious dif- 
pofitiop* my fobriety, . ^nd, my 
induftry,. gave; my family a no- 
tion , that the^ law was a proper 
profeffion for me ; but I found 
an unfurmountable averfion to 
every thing but the purfuits of 
philofophy and general learning; 
and while they fancied I was 
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*£6ring ufion Voet and Vinniusi 

Cicero and Virgil were the au- 

♦ 

thors whicH I was fecretly de- 
vouring, :..*-. v - 

My very {lender fortune, how4 
*yer, being unfuitable to this 
plan of life, and my health . be- 
ing a little broken by my ardent 
application, I was tempted, or 
rather forced, to make a very 
feeble trial for entering into a 
more a&ive fcene of life. Itk 
1734, I went to Briftol, with 
feme recommendations to emi- 
nent merchants, but . in a fewt 

months foun<| that fcfne totally- 
: B 3 unfuit- 
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unfuitable to me. I went over 
to France, with a view o£ pro- 
fecuting my ftudies in a country 
retreat; and I there laid that 
plan of life, which I have fteadi- 
ly aid fuccefsftilly purfued. I 
refolved to make a very rigid 
frugality fupply my deficiency 
of fortune, to maintain unim- 
paired my independency, and to 
regard every object as contempt- 
ible, except the improvement of 
Ay talents in literature. 

During my retreat in France, 
firft at Reims, but chiefly at 
Jjl Fleche, in Anjou, I com- 

pofed 
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pofed my Ireatj/e of Human 
Nature. After paffing throe years 

very agreeably in that country, 
I came over to London in 1 737. 
In the end of 1 738, I publifhed 
my Treatife, and immediate- 
ly went down to my mother 
and my brother, who lived 
at his €ountry-houfe, t and was 
employing himfeif very judici- 
oufly and fuccefsfully in the 
improvement of his fortune. 

Never literary attempt was 
more unfortunate than my Trea- 
tife of Human Nature. It fell 

B 4 dead- 
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dead+born from the:prtfs % with* 
out reaching fuch diltinftion, as 
even to „ excite* murmur among 
the zealots. But being naturally 
of a cheerful and fanguine tern* 
per, I very foon recovered the 
blow, and profecu ted with great 
ardour my, ftudies in the coun- 
try. In 1 742, 1 printed at Edin- 
burgh the firft.part of my Eflays J 
the work was favourably receiv 
ed, and foon .made me entirely 
forget my former difappoint- 

ment. . I continued with my 
mother and brother in the coun- 
try, and in that time recovered 

•". * : the 
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the knowledge of the Greek 
language, which I had too much 
negle&ed in my early youth, 

. In I745> I received a letter 
from the Marquis of Annandale, 
inviting me to come and live 
with him in England; I found 
alfo, that the friends and family 
of that young nobleman were 
defirous of putting him under 
my care and direction, for the 
ftate of his mind and health 
required it.->— I lived with him a 
twelvemonth. My appointments 
during that time made a confider- 
able acc$fijon to my fmall for* 

tunc. 
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tune. I then received an invita- 
tion from General St. Clair to at- 
tend him as a fecretary to his 
expedition, which was at firft 
meant againft Canada, but end- 
ed in an incurfion on the coaft of 
France. Next year, to wit, 
1747, I received an invitation 
from the General to attend him 
in the fame ftation in his mili- 
tary embafly to the courts of 
Vienna and Turin. I then wore 
the uniform of an officer, and 
was introduced at thefe courts 
as aid-de-camp to the general, 
along with Sir Harry Erfkine 
and Captain Grant, now Gene- 
ra ral 
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ral Grant. Thefe two years 
were almoft the only interrup- 
tions which my ftudies have re- 
ceived during the courfe of my 
life: I paffed them agreeably, 
and in good company; and my 
appointments, with my frugali- 
ty, had made me reach a for- 
tune, which I called independ- 
ent, though mod of my friends 
were inclined to fmile when I 
feid fo ; in fhort, I was now 
matter of near a thoufand pounds, 

I had always entertained a no- 
tion, that my want of fuccefs 
in publishing the Treatife of 

Human 
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Human Nature," Jtad .^procdedeef 
more from the m&n&'er than the 
matter, and that I had been guik 
ty of m very ufual ihdifcretion, 
in going to the prefs too; early » 
I, therefore, caft the firft part of 
that work anew in the Enquiry* 
concerning Human Unddrft&nd- 
ingr which wis publilhed while 
I W4$ at Turin. But this piece:., 
was at firft little more fuccefsful 
than the Treatife of Human Na*> 
tyre. On my return from Italy K 
I had the mortification to find 
all England in a ferment,- on ac- 
count of Dr. Middletoh's Free> 
Enquiry, vhilp my performance 

was 
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was entirely- overlooked and ne- 
glected.; A new edition, which 
had been publHhed at London 
o£my f Effay8, moral and political, 
met not \ \vitli a much better re- 
ception. ' •. ; 

Such is the .force of natural 
" temper, that, thefe difappoint- 
inents made little or noimpref* 
fiqn.oa. me. I went down in 
*749» a ^d lived. two years with 
py brother at his countny-houfe; 
for my pother was now dead^ 

V 

I there compofed tHe fecond part 
of jpry Eflays, .which I called Po-; 
lifccal <P*fc^rfes # r and;^ifo mjr 
-; j t Enquiry 
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Enquiry concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Morals, which is an- 
other part of my treatife that I 
caft anew. Meanwhile, my 
bookfeller, A. Millar, informed 
me, that my former publications 
(all but the unfortunate Treatife) 
were beginning to be the fubjed 
of conversion; that the fale 
of them was gradually increas- 
ing, and that new editions were 
demanded. Anfwers by Reve- 
rends, and Right Reverends, 
came out two or three in a year $ 
and I found, by Dr. Warburton's 
railing, that the books were be-* 
ginning to be efteemed in good 

com- 



MY OWN LIFE. is 



company. However, I had fix- 
ed a refolution, which I inflexi- 
bly maintained, never to reply 
to any body ; and not being 
very irafcible in my temper, I 
have eafily kept myfeif clear of 
all literary fquabbles. Thefe ( 
fymptoms of a rifing reputation 
gave me encouragement, as I 
was ever more diipofed to fee the 
favourable than unfavourable fide 
of things ; a turn of mind which 
it is more happy to poflefs, than 

* # • 

to be born to an eftate of ten 
thoufand a year* 



In 
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In 1751* I removed from the 
country to the town, the true 
fcene for a man of letters. In 
1752, were publifhed at Edin- 
burgh, where I then lived, my 
Political Difcourfes, the only work 
of mine that was fuccefsful on 
the firft publication. Jt was well 
received abroad and at home. In 
the fame year was publifhed at 
London, my Enquiry concern- 
ing the Principles of Morals ; 
which, in my own opinion (who 
ought not to judge on that fub- 
jed), is of all my writings, hif- 
torical, philofophical, or lite- 
rary, incomparably the beft. It 
. ?. 

cape 
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carafe unnoticed and uhobferved 
into the world. 

In 1752, the Faculty of Ad- 
vocates chofe me their Librarian, 
an office from which I received 
little or no emolument, but which 
gave me the command of a large 
library, I then formed the plan 
f of writing the Hiftory of Eng- 
land ; but being frightened with 
the notion of continuing a narra- 
tive through a period of 1700 
years, I commenced with the 
acceflion of the Houfe of Stuart, 

an epoch when, I thought, the 
! * mifrcprefentations of fa&ion be-* 

C gan 
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gan chiefly to take place. I was, 
I own, fanguine in my expecta- 
tions of the fuccefs of this work. 
I thought that I was the only 
hiftorian, that had at once ne- 
glected prefent power, intereft, 
and authority, and the cry' of 
popular prejudices ; and as the 
fubjeft was fuited to every ca- 
pacity, I expe&ed proportional 
applaufe. But miferable was my 
difappointment : I was affailed 
by one cry of reproach, difap- 
probation, and even deteftation; 
Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh, Whig 
and Tory, churchman and fee- 
tary, freethinker and religionift, 
* . patriot 
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patriot arid courtier* united ill 
their rage agdinft the man, who 
had prefumed to flied a generous 
tear for the fate of Charles I. 
and the Earl of Strafford ; and 
after the firft ebullitions of their 

i 

fury were oVer, what wis ftill 
more mortifying, the book feem-" 
ed to fink into oblivion. Mr* 
Millar told me, that in a twelve- 
month he fold only forty-five 
copies of it. I fcaircely* indeed, 
heard of One man in the three' 
kingdoms, confiderable for rank 
or letters* that could endure the 
book. I muft only except the 
primate of England, Dr. Her- 

C 2 ringi 
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ring, and the primate of I reland, 
Dr. Stone, which feem two odd 
exceptions. Thefe dignified pre-* 
lates feparately fent me meflages 
not to be difcouraged. 

i was, however, I confefs, dif- 
couraged ; and had not the war 
been at that time breaking out 
between France and England, I 
had certainly retired to fame pro- 
vincial town of the former king- 
don*, have changed my name, 
and never more have returned to 

» 

my native country. But as this 
{cheme was not now practicable*, 
and the fubfequent volume was 

con* 
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confiderably advanced, Irefolv- 
cd to pick up courage and to per- 
fevere* 

fn this interval, I published 
at London my Natural Hiftory 
of Religion, along with fome 
other fmall pieces: its public 
entry was rather obfcure, except 
only that Dr. Hurd wrote a 
pamphlet againft it, with all the 
illiberal petulance, arrogance, 
and fcurriiity, which dtftinguifh 
the Warburtonian fchooL This* 
pamphlet gave me fome con- 
ization for the otherwife indifFe-^ 
rent reception of my perform anee*- 

C 3 In 
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Jn 1756* two years after th$ 
fall of the firft volume, was 
published the fecond volume of 
myHiftory, containing the pe- 
riod from the death of Charles L 
till the Revolution. This per* 
formance happened to give lefs 
4ifpleafure to the Whigs, and 
was better received. It not only 
rofe itfelf, but helped to buoy up 
;ts unfortunatp brother. 

But though I had been taught 
by experience, that the Whig 
party were in pofleffion of be* 
flowing all places, both in the 
{fate and in literature, I was fa 

IHtte 
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little inclined to yield to their 
fenfelefs clamour, that in above 
a hundred alterations, which 
farther ftudy, reading, or reflec- 
tion engaged me to make in the 
reigns of the two firft Stuarts, I 
have made all of them invariably 
to the Tory fide. It is ridicu- 
lous to confider the Englifh con- 
« 

fiitution before that period as a 
regular plan of liberty. 

In 1 759, I published my Hif- 
tory of the Houfe of Tudor. The 
clamour againft this perform- 
ance was aim oft equal to that 
againft the Hiftory of the two 

C 4 firft 
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firfl: Stuarts. The reign of Eli- 
zabeth was particularly obnoxi- 
ous. But I was now callous 
againft the impreffions of publie 
folly, and continued very peace- 
ably and contentedly in my re- 
treat at Edinburgh, to finilh, in 
two volumes, the more early part 
of the Englifh Hiftory, which I 
gave to the public in 1761, 
with tolerable, and but tolerable r 
fuccefs. 

But, notwithftanding this va- 
riety of winds and feafons, to 
which my writings had been ex- 
pofed, they had ftill been mak- 
ing 
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iog fueh advances, that the copy- 
money given flie by the book- 
fellers, much exceeded any thing 
formerly known in England ; I 
was become not only independ- 
ent, but opulent, I retired to 
my native country of Scotland* 
determined never more to £et 
my foot out of it,; and retaining 
the fatisfa£tion of never having 
preferred a requeft to one great 
man, or even making advances 
of friendfhip to any of them. As 
I was now turned of fifty, I 
thought of paffing all the reft of 
my life in this philofophical man- 
ner, when I received, in 1763, 

an' 
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* 

an invitation from the Earl of 
Hertford, with "whom I was not 
in the lead acquainted , to attend 
him on his embafly to Paris, with 
a near profped of being appoint- 
ed fecretary to the embafly ; and, 
in the meanwhile, of performing 
the fun&ions of that office. This 
offer, however inviting, I at firft 
declined, both becaufe I was re- 
luctant to begin connexions with 
the great, and becaufe I was 
afraid that the civilities and gay 
company of Paris, would prove 
difagrceable to a perfon of my 
age and humour: but on his 
lordfhip's repeating the invita- 
tion, 
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tion, I accepted of it. I have 
every reafon, both of pleafure 
and intereft, to thipk myfelf 
happy in my connexions with 
(hat nobleman, as well as af* 
terwarcjs with his brother, Gene 
ral Conway. 

Thofe who have not feen the 
ftrange effeSs of modes, wilt 
never imagine the reception I 
met with at Paris, from men and 
women of all ranks and ftations. 
The more I refiled from their 
exceffive civilities, the more I 
was loaded with them. There 

js, however, a real fetisfa&ion 

in 
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« 

» living, at Paris, from thtf 
great number of feafibie, know- 
ing, and polite company with 
which that city abounds above 
all places in the univerfe. I 
thought onoe of fettling there 
for life* 

I was appointed fecretary to 
the embaffyj and, ia fumwer 
1765, Lord Hertford left me, 
being appointed Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland. I was cbargi d'af- 
faires till the arrival of the Duke 
o£ Richmond, towards the end 
of the year. In the beginning 
<£ 1766, I left Paris, and next 

fummer 
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Aunmer went to Edmburgh, with 
the fame view a* formerly, of 
burying myfelf in a pMofophh- 
cal retreat. I returned to thai 
place, not richer, but with much 
more money, and a much larger in- 
come, by means of Lord Hert- 
ford's friendfhip, than I left it? 
and I was defirous of trying 
what fuperfluity could produce* 
as I had formerly made an ex- 
periment of a competency. But, 
in 1767, I received from Mc# 
Coqway an, invitation to be Un- 
davfecrctary ; and this invita* 
titan, both, the character of the 
perfpn, and n^y : connexions with 
8 , Lord 
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Lord Hertford, prevented mtf 
from declining. I returned to 
Edinburgh in 1769, very opu- 
lent (for I poffefied a revenue of 
1000 1. a year), healthy, and 
though fomewhat ftricken in 
years, with the profpedl of en- 
joying long my eafe, and of 
feeing the increafe of my repu- 
tation. 

In fpring 1775, I was (truck 
with a diforder in my bowels, 
which at firft gave me no alarm, 
but has fince, as I apprehend it, 
become mortal and incurable. I 
now reckon upon a fpeedy diffo- 

lution. 
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Jjution. I have fuffered very 
little pain from my diforder ; 
and what is more ftrange, have, 
notwithftanding the great de- 
cline of my perfon, never fuffer- 
ed a moment's abatement of my 
fpirits ; infomuch, that were I 
to name the period of my life, 
which I fhould moft choofe to 
pafs over again, I might be 
tempted to point to this later pe- 
riod. I poflefs the fame ardour 
as ever in ftudy, and the fame 
gaiety in company. Iconfider* 
befides, that a man of fixty-five, 
by dying, cuts off only a few years 
of infirmities; and though I fee 
* many 
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many fymptoms of my literary 
reputation's breaking out at laft 
with .additional' luftre, I knew 
that I could have but few years 
to enjoy it. It is difficult to be 

more detached from life than I 
am at prefent. 

To conclude hiftorically with 
my own character. I am, op 

rather waft (for that is the ftyle 
I mull now ufe in fpeaking of 
myfcif, which emboldens me the 
more tofpeakmy fentiments)>j I 
was, I fay, a man of mild dif- 
pofitiona, of command of tem- 
per, of an open, facial, and 

cheerful 
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cheerful humour, capable of at- 
tachment) but little fufceptible of 
enmity, and of great moderation 
in all my paffions. Even my 
love of literary fame, my ruling 
paffion, never foured my tem- 
per, notwithftanding my frequent 
di&ppoint«e tt . s . M r company 
was not unacceptable to the 
young and carelefs, as well as 
to the ftudious and literary; 
and as I took a particular plea* 
fure in the company of modeft 
women, I had no reafon to be 
difpleafed with the reception I 
met with from them. In a 
word, though mod men any 

D wife 
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wife eminent, haw found rea*- 
Son to complain of calumny* I 
never was touched, or even at-* 
tacked by her baleful tooth : and 
though i wantonly expofed my- 
feif to the rage of both civil a»4 
feKgioua fafifcos, they feemed 
to be difarmed in my behalf of 
their wonted fury. My frie&da 

■ 

never had oocafion to vindicate 
gny one circ^Hiftancc of my cha- 
racter and conduS : not bict that 
the zealote, we may well fop- 
pofe> would hawe been glad to 
iiiveot pod propagate any itory, 
» my disadvantage, but they 
to»W never find any which (hey 

thought 
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thought would wear the face of 
probability. I cannot fay there 
is no vanity in making this fune- 
ral oration of my felf, but I hope 
it is not a mifplaced one; and 
this is a matter of fa& which is 
eafily cleared and afcertained* 

April 18, 1776. 
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Kirkaldy, Fifeflurp, Nov. 9, 1776. 

• > 

DEAR SIR* 

» » 

T is with a real, though a 
very melancholy pkafure, 
that I fit down to give you fomfc 
account of the behaviour of our 
late excellent friend, Mr; Hume, 
during his laft illntfs. 

Though, in his own judg- 

♦ * 

ment, his difeafe was mortal 
and incurable, yet he allowed 
himfelf to be prevailed upon, by 

D 4 the 
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the entreaty of his friends, to 
try what might be the effe&s 
of a long journey. A few days 
before he fet out, he wrote that 
account of his own life, which, 
together with his other papers, 
he has left to your care* My 
account, therefore, fhall begin 
where his ends* 

He fet out for London to- 
wards the end of April, and at 
Morpeth met with Mr. John 
Home and myfelf, who had 
both come down from London 
on purpofe to fee him, expe&ing 
to have found him at Edinburgh* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Home returned with him, 
and attended him during the 
whole of his ftay in England, 
with that care and attention 
which might be expefted from a 
temper fo perfe&ly friendly and 
afFe&ionate. As I had written 
to my mother that fhe might ex- 
pert me in Scotland, I was un- 
der the neceffity of continuing 
my journey. His difeafe feemed 
to yield to exercife and change 
of air, and when he arrived in 
London, he was apparently in 
much better health than when 
he left Edinburgh. He was ad- 
vifed to go to Bath to drink the 

waters, 
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waters* which appeared for* feme 
ttt&e to have fo good an effeft 

ttpon him, that even he himfelf 

» 

began to entertain, what v he was 
hot apt to do, a better opiniott 
of htfr own health. His fyrop* 
toms, however, foon returned 
with their ufual violence, and 
from that rhoment he gave up 
all thoughts of recovery, but 
fubmitted with the utmoft cheer- 
Jiiinefs, and the moft perfect 
complacency and refignatron. 
Upon his return to Edinburgh, 
though he fdund himfelf much 
weaker, yet ' his cheerfulhefc 
never abated, and he continued 

to 
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to divert Irimfctf, as ufuil^ with 
eotre&tng his own works for a 
new edition* with reading books 
of amufement, with the convex 
fetioa of his friends ; and, fome* 
times in the evening, with a 
party at his favourite game . of 
whift. His cheerfulnefs : was la 
greats and his cdnvcrfation and 
amufements run fo much in their 
uiual firain, that, notwitbfiand^ 
ing all bad fymptoms 9 many 
people could not believe he was 

« 

dying. "I (hall tell your friend, 
'< Coldnel Edmondftone," faid 
Doftor Dundas to him one day * 
<# that I kft you much better* 

8 « c and 
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cc and in a fair way qf recovery . ,f 
ci Doctor," faid he, <c as I be- 
<c lieve you would not chufe to 
" tell any thing but the truth, 
" you had better tell him, that 
" I am dying as fail as my ene- 
" mies, if I have any, could 
" wifh, and as eafily and cheer- 
" fully as my beft friends could 
H defire." Colonel Edmondftone 
foon afterwards came to fee him, 
and take leave of him ; and on 
his way home, he could not for-, 
bear writing him a letter bidding 
him once more an eternal adieu, 
and applying to him, as to a dy- 
ing man,, the beautiful French 

verfes 
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veries in which the Abbe Chau- 
lieu, in expectation of his own 
death) laments his approaching 
feparation from his friend, the 
Marquis de la Fare. Mr. Hume's 
magnanimity and firmnefs were 
fuch, that his - moft affectionate 
friends knew, that they hazard- 
ed nothing in talking or writing 
to him as to a dying man, and 
that fo far from being hurt by 
this franknefs, he was rather 
pleafed and flattered by it. I 
happened to come into his room 
while he was reading this letter, 
which he had juft received, and 
which he immediately fliowed 

2 . m e. 
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me. I told him, that though I 
was fcnfiMc hour very much fee 
waa weakened* and that appear* 
antes were in many tefpe&a very 
bad, yet bis cheerf ulnefe was fiill 
fo greats the fpirtt of life feem* 
ed ftitl to he fo very Strong in 
hhn> that I could, not help eater* 
uinutg feme foiat hopes* He an-* 
fwered* <c Your hope* are ground* 
" ie&. An habitual diarrhoea of 
" more thaa a year's Handing* 
" would be a very bad difirafe at 
iC any age : at my age it is a 
V mortal one. When I lie down 
* m t6e evenings I feel myfetf 
" weaker than when I role in die 

<c morning ; 
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** morning 5 and when I rife In lii* 
** morning, weaker than whea I 
**fay down in the evening. I am 
** : fenfible, befides , thatfome-of my 
tt vital parts are affc&ed, fo that 
* I muft foon die* « Well** 
feid I, ** if it muft be fa, you 
have at leaft the fatisfa£fcion : of 
Teaving all your friends, ytrar 
brother's family in particular^ 
in great profperity." He fai3 
that he felt that fatisfafiion fo 

fenfiHy, that when he was* read- 
ing a few days before* Ltacian* & 
Dialogues of the Dead, among; 
all the extufes which are alleg- 
ed to Charon for hot entering 

readily 
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readily into his boat, he could 
pot find one that fitted him ; he 
had no houfe to finifh, he had 
no daughter to provide for, he 
had no enemies upon whom he 
wifhed to revenge himfelf. " I 

<c could not well imagine," faid 
he, " whatexcufe I could make to 
c< Charon in order to obtain a little 
" delay. I have done every thing 
iC of confequence which I ever 
( ' meant to do, and I could at no 
<c time expe& to leave my relations 
" and friends in a better fituation 
" than that in which I am now 
* likely to leave them ; I, there- 
" fore, have all reafon to die con- 

" tented. 
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€i tented.'* He then diverted him- 
felf with inventing feveral jocur 
kr cxciife*, which he fuppofed 
he might make to Ghaspn, and 
with imagining thetvery furly 
fthfwers which it might fuit th* 
£hara&er of Gharott fo return to 
them. u Upon further coo* 

* fiderationi" faid he, « I 

** thought I might fay to him, 

. * * 

c< Good Charon, . I hatfc been 

» 

** correcting toy works for a neW 
" edition. Allow me a little 
€t time, that I ritay fee how the' 
*** Public receives the alterations/^ 
But Charon would anfwer, 

* When you have feea the effefl 

E « *f 
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« of 0*fe yfl*» ▼$ t»fa* foak* 

,( will bje 33 ef$ $ fusb qtcyfeaf 
f fo, hp#^ friend, pleafc (teg 
« ktto. t^ he**." $# I ntfgte 

« tieoce, gpo4 Q»ar§#, J 1^*$ 
" b$ea eadeavowigg to opec) 

* tfce eye* of *he PqWii?, #" 1 
«* fcf& a fe^r y$***lopg$r, I h^jb 

** the doroo&l o^'fope. «f the 
** prevailieg fyfoans of fapeijfti- 

* tjan." But Chawm to»1<* 

then tofe 4&teRi£»£9itfldii&P*y> 

" You loitering TogdK, that vtift 
" aot foppeo. theft na^ny huo*' 
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* dwi yum X*o ym fumy I 

* will giant yea * k$f* fet ft 

* k»g- « ttfrnd i Qst km the 
" boat tUt raftant* yon Imf 
" loitering rogue-'* 

Btrii* tfcougb Mr^ Hunje dU 

**y* talked *f hkr *pptG^hkf]g 

B*&, & newr :a$*3*d ley nukf 

He tjf^pr «*atioi^d th# fi*bje& 
tot wfren tfcf qoa.veff^tiw »** 
turaUy lad to it* ai)d aever dwd; 
hunger upacu it thai* the courfe 
of the coaverfatk>a happened to 
respire : it waa a fubjeft iudoed 

E 2 which 
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I which occurred pretty frequently, 

in confequence of the inquiries 
which his friends, who came to 
fee him, naturally made concern* 
ing the ftate of his health. The 
converfation which I mentioned 
above, and which paffed on 
Thurfday the 8th of Auguft, 
was the laft, except one, that I 
erer had with him. He had 
now become fo rery weak, that 
the company of his moil intimate 
friends fatigued him j for hit 

cheerfulnefs Was ftill fo greatj 
his complaifance and fecial dif* 
pofition were ftill fo entire, that 
when any friend was with him* 

he 
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he could not help talking more* 
and with greater exertion, than 
fuited the weaknefs of his body. 
At his own defire, therefore, I 
agreed to leave Edinburgh, where 
I was iUying partly upon his 

account, and returned to my 
mother's houfc here, atKirkaldy, 

upon condition that he would 
(end for me whenever he wiflied 
to fee me; the phyfician who 
few him moft frequently, D<x> 
tor Black, undertaking, in the 
mean time, to write me oceafion*- 
qjly an account of the ftate of 

hk health, 

» 
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, 0» tilt! Mtfl «f Augtaft, the 
Potior wr<K# mc tbc ftitowing 

* £i*w ttty laft, Mr. Han* 

fa* ptfleri his ttifie {Httty 6*fi!y* 
but » modi weaken Hie fit* 
vp, goes down ftnix* oooe a day, 
and *mu&8 himfelf mixk rtki* 
fag» but fddoan fees any body* 
Ht finds that even the conwrfa*. 
tia& t>f Wfi mqft intimate friend* 
fitfiguGS and oppmtife* him * and 
k id happy that tm doe* m* m&d 
i$* #or he is qtfat free frqm 
anxiety, impatience, o^ low fpi* 
Tit8 f and pafles his time very 

well 
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veil ttith the afliftance 4 of amuf- 
lagbboks." 

I r eeeived the 4&y *ftef a let* 

t* frbth Mf. Htttf # hiAfdf, el 

which the following- is «tn *x* 

• • : ■ 

Idfckurgfc, 33d A«g*ft, ty^ 

" MY dearest friend, 

' • > - 

" I an* obliged to make ufe 
of niy nephew's hand in writr 
ing to you, as I do not rife to- 
day. * * * * 
♦ * * # % 

E4 "I go 
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€t 1 go very faft to decliqe ? 
and laft night had a fxnall fever ; 
which I hoped might put a 
quicker period to this tedious 
illnefs, but unluckily it has, iq 
a great meafure, gone off. I 
cannot fubmit to your coming 
over here on piy account, as it 
1$ poffibld for me to fee you fo 
fmall a part of the day, but 
Dodor Black can better infonq 
you concerning the degree of 
ftrength which may from time 

to time remain with me. A- 

» • * • _ * 

dieu, 3jc," 

Three 
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Three days after I received 
the following letter fjrom Doctor 
Black. 



Edinburgh, Monday, 26th Augnft, 1776. 
. ? 4 PEAR SIR, 

.'? Yefterday about four o'clock 
afternoon, Mr. Hume expired. 
The near approach of his death 
became evident in the night be 4 * 
tween Thurfday and Friday, 
when his difeafe became excef* 
five, and foon weakened him fo 
much, that he could no longer 
rife out of his bed. He con- 
tinued to the laft perfectly fen- 

fible, 



I 



fibfc; and free from fauch paia 

<>r feelingfS 6f dlftirfeft. tfe&eWff 
dropped the fmalleft exprefSon 
of impatience ; but when he had 
dcci&m to fpetk W the people 
about him, always did it with 
affe&ion and tendernefs. I 
thought if iihproper to write 
to bring you over, efpecially ai 
t heard that he had di&ated a 
letter to you defiring you not to 
6ome. When he became very 
weak, it cod him an effort to 
(peak, and he died in fuch a 
happy cempofure of mind, , that 
nothing could exceed it." 

* Thua 
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Thus died w maft'ODCei-* 
knU tad nflwr to be forgot 
ten friend j conpcrnitig wbodb 
philofiaphkal opinioas men willy 
no doubt, judge vatioefly, ttttty 
qbb ipprovtogf or cotidcftiniog 
them, according a* they fcftpptn 
to coincide of difagree with hit 
owtU but concerning wbofe cha- 
after and oondatt there cat* 
Scarce be a diifet*noc of opifikm* 
Hit temper, indeed* 4kett*A to 
be mow happily balanced, if I 
may be allowed fach an exf ref- 
ftdn* t^an that perhaps of trtf 
other teaa 1 tim ever fcttown* 
En»m the lofwft feu* of hfe 

% 

fortune, 
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fortune* his great and neceflary 
frugality never hindered him 
from - exercifing, upon proper 
occasions, ads both of charity 
and generality. It was a frugal 
lity founded, not upon avarice, 
but upon the love of indepen* 
dency. The extreme gentle*- 
nefs.of his nature never weaken-* 
ed either the firmnefs . of his 
nund> or the fteadinefs of hi* 
refolutions. His conftant plea* 
fantry was the genuine effufion 
of good-nature and good-hu- 
mour, tempered with delicacy 
and modefty, and . without even- 
toe flighted: tin&ure of maligni- 

ty, 
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ty» fo frequently the difagree- 
able fource of what is called wit 
mother men. It never was the 
meaning of his raillery to mor- 
tify; and therefore, far from 
^offending, it feldom failed to 

» * 

pleafe and delight, even thofe 
who were the obje&s of it. To 
his* friends, who were frequent- 
ly the objedls of it, there was not 
perhaps any one of all his great 
and amiable qualities, which 

♦ • . 

contributed more to endear his 
converfation. ~And that- gaiety 
of temper, fo agreeable in fo- 
ciety, but which is fo often ac- 
companied with friyolous and 

fiiper- 
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ftfefffcial qualities ww in him 
<ferta*aly attended tritk tic moft 
fevcre app^ttkln, the nwft e»- 
t«afive le«nwg> *c groteft 
depth of th(wgkj» and a capacity 
iu earery re{j>e«9: the ijaott conacre? 
^eafive,, Upoo the whole, I hare 
always- oonfideiedt hiau both hj 
his lifetime and fioce his deaths at 

• » « • * 

jipprdaching.as nearly to the idfi* 
of a perfectly wife atuf yirtoouf 
tnao, as perhaps the natare of 
human frailty will permits 

i ^e* arc, dar Sis, 
Mo* atfcftdooateij pam'sy 

Adam Smith* 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

IT is of ne confequence, 
gentle Reader, to you, any 
more than it is to Dr. smith* 
that you (hould know the name 
of the perfon, who now addrefl^ 
eth you. Your mind cannot be 
biafled, either way, by that, of 
which you remain ignorant. The 
remarks in the following pages 
are not therefore true, or falfe* 
becaufe I made them ; but I 
made them* becaufe I thought 
them to be true. Read, confider* 
and determine for yourfelf. If 
you find no fatisfadtion, throw 
the book into the fire, regret 
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(but with moderation, as be- 
cometh a philofopher) the lofs 
of your (hilling.; aftd take care 
oot to lofe another, in the fame 
manner. If, on tjie contrary, 
you Jloould find fatisfadtion (and,, 
it is humbly hoped, you will 
fiijd a great deal) negle<$ not to 
communicate to others, what 
has thus been communicated to 
you. Speak handfomely of me, 
wherever you go, and introduce 
me to your kinsfolk and ac- 
quaintance- The enemies of 
Religion are awake ; let not her 
friends fleep. 

I intended a much longer* 
work; but, like the learned, 
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editor of Mr. hume's Life, am 
neceflitated to " gratify/' with 
all poflible expedition, " the 
" impatience of the public cu- 
*' riofity ; M fo eager is it to hear, 
jvhat they, who believe ,in god; 
can poflibly have to fay for 
themfelves. And if this will do 
the bufinefs, why flibuld you be 
troubled with more ? I am far 
from agreeing with Mr. vol- 
tair^, in all his obfervations. 
But there i$ one, in which it is 
impoffible to difagree with him. 
" I have faid, and I abide by it/' 
cries the little hero, "that the 
" fault of moil books: >is, their 
" being too large." On. review- 
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ing what I have written* I really 
cannot fee there is occafion to 
add another fentence. 

Had I not chofen, for reafons 
beft known to myfelf, thus to 
make my appearance incog. I 
Would certainly have fate for my 
pi&ure, and have tried to caft a 
look at my title page, as lively 
and good humoured, as that of 
Mr. hume himfelf. My book- 
feller, indeed, told me, it would 
have been a much more credit- 
able way of doing the thing ; 
u and then* you know, Sir,'* 
faid he, " we could have charge 

" ed the other fucpence." 

A LET- 



r- 
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SIR, 

YO U have been lately em- 
ployed in embalming a 
philofopher •, his body, I believe 
I muft fay ; for concerning the 
other part of him, neither you 
nor he feem to have entertain- 
ed an idea, fleeping or waking. 
Elfe, it furely might have claim- 
ed a little of your care and at- 
tention ; and one would think, 
the belief of the foul's exiftence 
and immortality could do no 

B 
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harm, if it did no good, in a 
theory of Moral Sentiments. But 
.every gentleman understands his. 
own bufinefs beft. 

Will you do an unknown cor- 
refpondent the honour, Sir, to 
accept a few plain remarks, in 
a free and eafy way, upon the 
curious letter to Mr. strahan, 
in which this ever memorable 
operation of embalniihg is per- 
formed ? Our Philofopher's ac- 
Count of his own life will like- 
wife be considered, as we go 
along, 

Truft me, good Doftor, I am 
no bigot, enthufiafl, or enemy 
to human learning — Et ego in 
Arcadia— I have made many a 
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hearty meal, in. private, upon 
cicero and vi^oih, as well 
as Mr. hume* < Few perform 
(though, perhaps, as Mr. hume 
fays, upon a like occafion, cc J 
" ought not ,to judge on that 
4S fubjedt") have a quicker relifh- 
for the productions of genius, 
and the beauties of composition. 
It is therefore as little in my 
intention, as it is in my power, 
to prejudice the literary charac- 
ter of your friend, From fomc 
of his writings I have received 
great pleafure, and have ever 
eftecmcd his Hiftory of England 
to have been a noble effort of 
Matter and Motion. But when a 

£ 2 
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man takes it into his head to do 
mifchief, you muft be fenfible, 
Sir, the Public has always rea- 
fon to lament his being a clever 
felhw. 

I hope it will not be deemed 
vanity in me likewife to fay, 
that I have in my compofition a 
large proportion of that, which 
our inimitable Shakespeare 
ftyles, the milk of human kmdnefs. 
I never knew what envy or 
hatred was; and am ready, at 
all times, topraife, wherever I 
can do it, in honour and con- 
fcience. david, I doubt not, 
was, as you affirm, a focial 
agreeable perfon, of a convivial 
turn, told a good ftory, and 



\ 
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played well at " his favourite 
u game of whift*." I know 
not that john the painter 
did the fame. But there is no 
abfurdity in the fuppofition. If 
he did not, he might have done 
it— Do&or, be not offended — I 
mean no harm. I would only 
infer thus much, that I cpuld 
not, on that account, bring my- 
felf abfolutely to approve his 
odd fancy of firing all the dock- 
yards in the kingdom. 

Concerning the philofopbical 
opinions of Mr. hume you ob- 
ferve -f- f that " men will, no 
" doubt, judge varioufly." They 
are certainly at liberty fo to do, 

* LIFE, &C. p. 43, f LIFE, &<\ p. 59* 
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becaufc the author himfelf did 
the fame. Sometimes, to be fure; 
he efteemed them ingenious,, 
deep, fubtle, elegant, and cal- 
culated to difFufe his literary 
fame to the ends of the world* 
But, at other times, he judged 
very differently ; very much fo, 
indeed. " I dine, fays he, I 
" play a game at back-gammon, 
" I converfe, and am merry 
" with my friends ; and when, 
€t after three or four hours 
" amufement, I would return 
" to thefe fpeculations, they 
" appear fo cold, fojtrained, and 
" fo ridiculous, that I cannot 
* € find in my heart to enter into 
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4 * them any farther" *. Now, 
Sir, if you will only give mc 
leave to judge, before dinner, 
of Mr. hume's philofophy, as 
he judged of it after dinner, we 
{hall have no farther difpute 
upon that fubjeft. Only I could 
wiih, if it were poffible, to have 
a fcheme of thought, Which 
would bear contemplating, at 
any time of the day; becaufe, 
otherwife, a perfon muft be at 
the expence of maintaining a 
brace of thefe metaphyseal 
Hobby-Horfes, one to mount 

* Trtatife of Human Nature. I. 467. In 
the Pdftfcript to this Letter, a view will be 
given of the humian fyftem, taken exaftly 
as it appeared to it's author at fix o'clock in 
the cVening. 
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in the morning, and the other 
in the afternoon. 

After all, Sir, friend as I aift 
to freedom of opinion (and no 
one living can be^more fo) lam 
rather forry, methinks, that 
men fhould judge fo varioujly of 
Mr. hume's philofophical fpe- 
culations. For fince the defign 
of them is to banifh out of the 
world every idea of truth and 
comfort, falvation and immor- 
tality, a future ftate, and the 
providence, and even exiftence 
of god, it feeras a pity, that, 
we cannot be all of a mind 
about them, though we might 
have formerly liked to hear the 
author crack a joke, over a 

bottle, 
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hbttfe, In his life time. And I 
could have been will pleafed to 
have been informed by you, Sir> 
that, before hie death, he had 
cea&d to number among hi$ 
happy effnfi6n* tradte of thife 
kind and tendency* 

For~-(lef me c6me a little 
clof*r to you, Doftor, if you 
pleafo, upon this fUbje&-~Doii*t 
be under any appreheftfiohs**- 
my name doee not begin with a 
B— ) Arejpti fate, and can you 
make Kf fare, that there really 
49x1ft no fuch things a* a &o&, 
and a fbture ftate 6f rewards 
And puniftmenW? If fo, all lis 
welL Let us then* in our laft 
hours, read lucian, and play 

c 
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ftf whist, ahd droll upon cha* 
ron and his boat*; let us die 
as foolifh and infenfible, as 
much like our brother philofo- 
phers, the calves of the field, 
and the affes of the defart, as 
we can, for the life of us. But 
-*-if Aich things be— as they 
moft certainly are— Is it right 
in you, Sir, to hold up to our 
view, as " perfectly wife and 
" virtuous" *f , the chara&tr and 
conduft of one, who feems to 
have been poflefled with an in- 
curable antipathy to all that is 
called religion; and who 
ftrained every nerve to explode, 



* iitt, &c. p. 47, ct fcfl.- 

f'LlFB, &C. p, 62, 
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fupprefs, and extirpate the fpirit 
of it among men, that it's very 
name, if he could effed it, 
might no more be had in re- 
membrance? Are we, do you 
imagine, to be reconciled to a 
character of this fort, and fall 
in love with it, becaufe it's 
owner was good company y and 
knew how to manage his cards ? 
Low as the age is fallen, I will 
venture to hope, it has grace 
enough yet left, to refent foch 
ufage as this. 

You endeavour to entertain 
us with fome fleafant conceits 
that were fuppofed by Mr. 
hxjme to pafs between himfelf 
And old charon. The philo* 

c 2 
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ftpher t^lla the. old ge&tlematu 
th^t * # h« had,;fceen endeavour** 
*« in£ to open the eyes of that 

V Pijblic*" that he was cc cor* 
rc&isg his wQtrk$ for a new 
t&tiQQa" from whiqh great 

things were to be expe&ed * in 
{hotrt* " if he, Could but live a 
" ff w year* longer (and that 
«? w$s th* only reafoa why he 
♦* would wifh to do fo) be might 

Y have the fttisfa^tipa of feeing 
'* the dowpfal of fooae of the 
" prevailing fyftema Qifuptrjfc* 
« tim V 

v We all kotow, Sir*, what the 
vord superstition denotes* 

in Mr. hv^'s vocabulary^ and 

*.i»ifb, Jfce*.p. 50. 



Dft.ADAM SMITH. 13 

tgainft What Religion his fhafts 
ate levelled, tinder that name.' 
But, DoxStor smitbf, do yovL 
believe, or would you have u$ 
to believe* that it is char ok, 
vt ho calls us out of the world, 
at the appointed time? Doth 
act he call us out of it, who 
fent us into it? Let me, then, 
prcfent you with a paraphrafe of 
the Wi£h> w addrefled to him, 
to whom it ihould, and to whom 
alone* with any fenfe and pro- 
priety^ it can be addrefiecL— -* 
Thus it runs*— 

h lqid^ I haw only one 
" reafan why I woold wifh to 
"Eve. Suffer me fo to do, I 
" moft humbly befeech thee, 
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yet a little while, till mine? 
* eyes fhall behold the fuccefs 

of my undertaking to over~ 
** throw, by my metaphyfics, 
€€ the faith which thy son de- 
« fcended from heaven to plant, 
* and to root out the knowlege 
€t and the love of thee from the 
" earth." 

Here are no rhetorical figures, 
Xto hyperbole's, or exaggera- 
tions. The matter is even fo. 
I appeal, in the face of the 
world, Sir, to yourfelf, and to 
every man, who can read and 
Hnderftand the writings of Mr. 
hume, whether this be not, in 
plain, honeft Englifh, the drift 
of his fhHofopby> as it is called $ 
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for the propagation of which 
alone he wifhed to live; and 
concerning which you are pleaf- 
ed to fay coolly, " men will 
" j u dge varioufly, every one ap- 
proving or condemning thefe 
opinions, according as they 
happen to coincide or dif- 
" agree with his own *." Our 
thoughts are very naturally car- 
ried back, upon this occasion, 
to the author of the Jirji pbilo* 
fop by, who likewife engaged to 
open the eyes of the Public — He 
did fo ; but the only difcovery 
they found themfelves able to 
make, was, — that they were 

NAKED. 
* ufi,'&c. p. 59» 
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You talk much, Sir, of our 
philosopher's gmtknefs of man- 
ners, good nature, cmpajfUu, gr+ 
neroJity % charity. Alas, Siiy whi* 
thcr were they all fled,, when he 
So often fate down calmly qnxi 
deliberately to obliterate from 
the hearts of the human fpecids 
every trace of the knowlcgc of 
oop and his difpenfations ; all 
faith in his kind providence, 
and fatherly prote&ion * all hope 
of enjoying his grace and favour, 
here, or hereafter ;\ *11 love of 
him, and of their brethren for 
his fake i all the patience upder 
tribulation, all the comfort*, ia 
time of forrow, derived from 
thefe fruitful and perennial 

fources ? 
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Iburces ? Did a good man think 
himfelf able, by the force of 
inctaphyfic incantation, in a 
moment, to Mot the fun out of 
heaven, and dry up every founv 
tain upon earth, would he at- 
tempt to do it ?— • TiTLL y had 
but a fain* glimpfe of the 
country towards which we art 
all travelling; yet, fo pleating 
was any the moll imperfed: and 
fhadowy profped: into futurity, 
.that tully declared, no mad 
ihould ravifh it from him*. 
And furely; tully was a phi- 

: : * Quocf fi in hoc crro, quod animos ho- 
uriauxa ianxoitales effe crcdam, liberfier 
euro j, nec.mihihunc erroxem, quo deledtor, 
dum vivo, extorqueri volo. dk senkqtute, 
ad Tin, 

7> 
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lofbphcr, as well as hume. O 
bad he fcen the light which 
fhone upon hume, he would 
not have clofed his eyes againft 
k ; had the fame cup been offer- 
ed to him, he would not have 
dafhed it untafted from him ! 
Perhaps our modern . fcep- 
tics are ignorant j. that with- 
" out the belief of a god, and 
"the hope of immortality, the 
€€ mifcries of human life would 
" often be infupportable. But 
" can I foppofe . them in a ftate 
" of total and invincible ftupi- 
V dity, utter ftrangers to the 
" human heart, and to human - 
€€ affairs ? Sure, they would not 
€V thank me for fuch a fuppofi- 
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** tion. Yet this I muft fuppofe,' 
*' or I muft believe them to bd 
44 the moft cruel, the moft per- 
" fidious, aiid . the moft profli- 
4€ gate of men. Carefled by 
44 thofe who call themfelves the 
€€ great; ingroffed by the 'forma-' 
44 lities of -life, intoxicated with 
vanity, pampered with adu- 
lation, diflipated in the tu- 
" fnult of bufinefs, or amidft 
" the viciffitudes of folly, they 
€€ perhaps have little need and 
44 little relifh for the confola- 
44 tioris of religion. But let 
" them know, that in the fo- 
44 litary fcenes of life, there is 
44 many an honeft and tender 
" heart pining with incurable' 

D 2 
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"'anguifli, pierced with the 
«' fharpeft fting of difappoint- 
* c ment, bereft of friends, chill- 
€€ ed with poverty, racked with 
V difeafe, fcourged by the op- 
€€ preffor ; whom nothing but 
4t truft in Providence, and the 
" hope of a future retribution 
" could preferve from the ago- 
€€ nies of defpair* And do they, 
" with facrilegious hands, at- 
€€ tempt to violate this laft re- 
M fuge of the miferable, and to 
" rqb them of the only comfort 
€i that had furvived the ravages 
€€ of misfortune, malice, and 
€t tyranny ? Did it ever happen, 
" that the influence of their 
" execrable tenets difturbed the 
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1 tranquillity of virtuous retire- 
' ment, deepened the gloom of 
' human diftrefs, or aggravated 
' the horrors of the grave ? Is 
< it poffible, that this may have 

* happened in many instances ? 
' Is it probable, that this hath 
' happened in one iingle in- 
' ftance ?-^-Ye traitors to hu- 
' man kind, ye murderers of 
1 the human foul, how can ye 
c anfwer for it to your own 
€ hearts ! Surely, every fpark 

* of your generofity is extin- 
€ guiflied for ever, if this con- 
' ^deration do not awaken in 
c you the keeneft remorfe* and 

* make you wifh in bitternefo 
*' of foul — But I remonftrate in 
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^ vain. All this muft have often 
€ * occurred to you, and been as 
** often rejected, as utterly fri- 
4< volous* Could I enforce the 
** prefent topic by an appeal to 
your vanity, I might poffibly 
make fome impreffion. But to 
plead with you on the prin- 
€t ciples of benevolence, or 
€t generosity* is to addreis 
#f you in a language ye do not, 
•* or will not, underftand ; and 
as to the (hame of being con- 
victed of abfurdity, ignorance, 
or want of candotir, ye have. 
€t long ago proved yourfelves 
** fuperior to the fenfe of it. — 
** But let not the lovers of truth 
v be difcouraged. Atheifm can- 
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* c Dtot be of long continuance, 
" nor is there much danger of 
" it's becoming univerfal. The 
" influence of feme confpicuous 
" chara&ers hath brought it too 
f € much into fafhion ; which, 
" in a though tjefs and profligate 
€€ a g e * ft i & P° difficult matter 
" to accomplish* But when men 
"have retrieved the powers of 
" ferious reflection, they will 
" find it a frightful phantom ; 
" and the mind will return. 
" gladly and eagerly to it's old 
* •' endearments. One thing we 
€€ certainly know ; the fafhion 
4€ of fceptical and metaphyfical 
" fyftems pafleth away, Thofe 
" unnatural prqdu&ions* the 
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€t vile effufifcn of a hard and 
* c ftupid heart, that miftakes it's 
€c own reftleflhefs for the a£t£- 
** vity of genitis, and- it's own 
** captioufnefs for fagacity of 
•* underftanding, may, like other 
u monfters, pleafe awhile by 
"their Angularity;* but the 
c < charm is foon over ; and the 
** fucceeding age will be afto- 
" nifhed to hear, that iheir 
** forefathers were deluded, or 
** amufed, with fuch fooleries." 
You, Sir, have read the pre- 
ceding paragraph- before; but 
this Letter may come, into the 
? hands: of many, wfio Jfevc not. 
It is the . alarum bell to the 
admirer^ of Mn.nuM£; v afld 

fhould 
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Should be rung in their ears, till 
fucceeded by the laft trumpet. - 
And now, Sir, - will you give 
. me leave to afk you a few quef- 
tions ? Why all this hurry and 
buttle, this eagernefs to gratify 
the pretended " impatience of 
« the Public ♦," and fatisfy it, 
that our philosopher lived and 
died perfectly compofed and 
eafy? Was there, then, any fuf- 
picion, ia Scotland, that he 
might not, at times, be quite fo 
compofed and eafy as he (hould 
have been ? Was there any par- 
ticular book ever written againft 
him, that {hook his fyftem to 
pieces about his ears, $nd re* 

* Preface {o life, &e, 

E 
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duced it to a heap of ruins, the 
*fuccefs and eclat of which might 
be fuppofed to have hurt his 
mind, and to have affedted Jiis 
health? Was there any author, 
whofe name his friends , never 
dared to mention before him, 
and warned all. ftrahgers, that 
were introduced to him, againft 
doing it, becaufe he never fail-r 
ed, when by any accident it was 
done, to fly out into a tranfport 
of paffion and fwearing * ? Was 

* u I was a man of mild difpofltions, of 
u command of temper, little fufceptible 6f 
* 4 enmity, and of great moderation in all my 
" paffions. Even my love of literary fame, 
€< my ruling paffion, never foured my tem- 
cr 'per.** life, p. 32. Yet even by what it 
faid of the Reverends and Right Reverends 
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ft deemed neceffary, or expe- 
dient, on this account, that he 
fliould reprefent himfelf, and 
that you ihould; reprefent him, 
to have been perfeftly fecure 
of the growth and increafe of 
his philofpphic reputation, as 
if no book had been written, 
which had impaired it ; it hav- 

— Bilhop w^rburton, Bilhop hurd, the 
Zealots (that is, the Cbriftians) and of the refo- 
iution once taken to "change his name, and 
" fettle in France/' becaufe his writings did 
not meet with fufficient encouragement— by 
thefe circumstances, I fay, there feems to 
have been fomething of the irritable in his 
conftitution. But thefe ore trifles. My quarry 
lies not this way, at prefent. I fly at nobler 
game. The atrocious wickednefs of diffufing 
atheifm through the land, is a fubjeft which 
concerns every body. 

£ 2 
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ing been judged much eafier td 
diflemble the fall of dagon, 
than to fit him upon his flumps 
again ? I am a South Briton, 
and, confequently, not acquaint- 
ed with what pafles fo far in 
the oppofite quarter. You, Sir, 
can inform us how thefe things 
are; and likewife, when the 
great work of benevolence and 
charity, of wifdom and virtue, 
fliall be crowned by the publi- 
cation of a treatife defigned to 
prove the soul's mortality, 
and another, to juftify and re- 
commend SELF MURDER ; for 

which, without doubt, the pre- 
fent and every future age will 
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blefc the name of the gentle and 
amiable author. 

Upon the whole* Do&or, 
your meaning is good 3 but I 
think you will not fucceed, this 
time. You would perfuade us f 
by the example of david hume 
Bfq; that atheifm is the only 
cordial for low fpirits, and the 
proper antidote againft the fear 
of death. But, furely, he who 
can refled;, with complacency* 
on a frijend thus mifemploying 
his talents in his life, and then 
amufing himfelf with lucian^ 
whist,, and charon, at his 
death, may fmile over b abylon 
in ruins ; efteem the earthquake, 
which destroyed Lisbon, an 
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agreeable occurrence ; and con- 
gratulate the hardened pha~ 
raoh, on his overthrow in the 
Red fea. Drollery, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, is neither more nor 
lefs than 

Moody Madnefs, laughing wild, 
Amid fevereft woe. 

Would we know the baneful 
and peftilential influences of 
falfe philofophy on the human 
heart ? We need only contem- 
plate them in this moft deplor- 
able inftance of Mr, hume. 

Thefe fayings, Sir, may ap- 
pear harfh $ but they are faluta- 
jy. And if departed fpirits have 
any knowlege of what is pafling 
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upon earth 9 that perfon will b$ 
regarded by your friend as ren-? 
dering him the trueft fervices, 
who, by energy of expreffion; 
and warmth of exhortation, 
(hall moft contribute to prevent 
his writings from producing 
thofe effects upon mankind, 
which he no longer wiihes they 
fliould produce. Let no man 
deceive himfelf, or be deceived 
by others. It is the voice of 
eternal truth, which crieth 
aloud, and faith to you, Sir, and 
to me, and to all the world t 
He that believeth on the Son, hath 
fotrkfttng Itfe 5 and be that be** 
Ikvith wt the Son, Jball not fee 
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life ; but the wrath of God abide th 
on him *• 

. By way of contrail to the be- 
haviour of Mn hume* at the 
clofe of a life, pafled without 
ood in the world, permit me, 
Sir, to lay before yourfelf, and 
the Public, the laft fentiments 
of the truly learned, judicious, 
and admirable hooker, who 
had fpent bis days in the fervice 
of his Maker and Redeemer. 

After this manner, therefore, 
fpake the author of the Ecckfi- 
afiical Polity, immediately before 
he expired— 

" I have lived to fee, that this 
*' world is made up of pertur- 

* johk iii, 36. 

" bations > 
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** bations; and I have been long 
•*' preparing to leave it, and 
"gathering comfort . for the 
c dreadful hour of making my 
' account with god, which I 
€ now apprehend to be near. 
€ And though I have, by his 
c grace, loved him in my youth, 
< and feared him in mine age, 

* and laboured to have a coft* 
€ fcience void of offence, to- 
' wards him, and towards all 

* men ; yet, if thou, Lord, 
' fhouldeft be extreme to mark 
€ what I have done amifs, who 
' can abide it ? And therefore, 
'where I have failed, Lord> 

* fhew mercy to me $ for I 
f € plead not my righteoufnefs,* 

F 
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*' but the forgivenefs of my un* 
* $ righteoufnefs, through His 
** merits, who . died to purchafe 
*' pardon for penitent finners. 
" And finee I owe thee a death, 
#< Lord, let it not be terrible, 
*' and then take thine own time j 
" I fubmit to it. Let not mine, 
" O Lord, but thy will be 
" done!—— god hath heard my 
" daily petitions ; for I am at 
" peace with all men, and he is 
* at peace with me. From fuch 
u bleffed aflurance I feel that 
inward joy, which this world 
can neither give, nor take 
from me. My confeience bear-. 
*' eth me this witneft; and this 
" witnefs makes the thoughts 
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9 * of death joyful. I could wifh 
*' to live, to do the church 
u more fervice ; but cannot hope 
" it ; for my days are paft, as a 
i€ fhadow that returns not." 

His worthy Biographer adds 
*— " More he would have fpo- 
** ken, but his fpirits failed 
€€ him ; and, after a (hort con- 
u flicfl between nature and death, 
u a quiet figh put a period to 
" his laft breath, and fo, he fell 

€t afleep And now he feeim 

i€ to reft like Lazarus in Abra- 
" ham's bofom. Let me here 
" draw hi6 curtain, till, with 
4 € the moft glorious company of 
" the Patriarchs and Apoftles, 

f 2 
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u and the moft noble army of 
" Martyrs and Confeflbrs, this 
€€ moft learned, moft humble* 
?' moft holy man fhall alfo 
i( awake to receive an eternal 
4€ tranquillity, and with it a 
" greater degree of glory, than 
" common Chriftians fhall be 
" made partakers of." 

Do&or smith) when the 
hour of his departure hence fhall 
arrive, will copy the example of 
the believer, or the infi- 
del, as it liketh him beft. I 
muft freely own, I have no 
opinion of that reader's head, or 
heart* who will not exclaim, as 
I find myfelf obliged to do— 
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" Let me die the death of the 
Righteous, and let my laji end be 
like his ! 

I am, Sir, 

You? very fincere- ' 
Well-wifher, and 
Humble Servant, 

One of the People called CHRISTIANS. 
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A S it is poflible, Sir, nay, 
probable, that this little tradt, 
becaufe it is a little one, may 
be perufed by many, who have 
not leifure or inclination to go 
through large volumes, and yet 
wifh to know what Mr. home's 
philofophical fyftem is ; I fhall 
here fubjoin a fhort, but com- 
prehenfive fummary of the doc- 
trines which compofe it, drawn 
up, fome few years ago, by 
a learned gentleman, for his 
amufement, with proper refe- 
rences to thofe parts of our 
philofopher's works, where fuch 
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ikxftrines were to be found. 
.And though I never heard, the 
compiler had the thanks of Mr. 
hume. for fo doing, yet neither 
could I ever find, that he or his 
friends difputed the fidelity and 
accuracy with which it was 
done. 

A SUMMARY OF Mr. HlfME** 

DOCTRINES, METAPHYSICAL 

AND MORAL. 

OF THE SOUL. 

, . That the foul of man is not 
the fame this moment, that it 
was the laft ; that we know not 
what it is ; that it is not one, 
but many things j. and that it is 
nothing at all. 
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- That in this foul is the 
agency of all the caufes that 
operate throughout the fenfible 
creation; and yet that in this 
foul there is neither power nor 
agenpy, nor any idea of either. 
* That matter and motion may 
often be regarded as the caufe of 
jhought. 

OF THE UNIVERSE, 

That the external world does 
not exift, or at leaft, that it's 
exiftence may reafonably be 
doubted. 

That the univerfe exifts in 
the mind/ and that the mind 
does not exift, . 

That 
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• That the univerfe is nothing 
but a heap of perceptions, with- 
out a fubftance. 

That though a man could 
bring himfelf to believe, yea, 
and have reafon to believe, that 
every thing in the univerfe pro- 
ceeds from fome caufe ; yet it 
would be unreafonable for him 
to believe, that the univerfe it- 
felf proceeds from a caufe. 

OF HUMAN KNOWLEGE. 

That the perfection of human 
knowlege is to doubt. 

That we ought to doubt of 
every thing, yea, of our doubts 
themfelves, and therefore, the 
utmoft that philofophy cw do, 

o 
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is to give us a doubtful folutlon 
6f doubtful doubts * 

That the human understand- 
ing, a&ing alone, does entirely 
fubvert itfelf, and prove by 
argument, that by argument 
nothing can be proved. 

That man, in all his percep- 
tions, adibfts, and volitions, is 
a mere paffive machine, and has 
no feparate exiftence of his oWn» 
being entirely made up of other 
things, of the exiftence of which 
he is by no means certain ; and 
yet, that the nature of all thing* 

* The fourth fe&ion of Mr. n v lift's ttfays 
4* the Hums* UnJtrJtanJing, U called, Scepti- 
cal doubts concerning tbt operations of the bnman 
underfi anting; and the fifth fe&ion bears thh 
title, Sceptic*) fohtion o/tko/e ShUsj. 
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depends fo much upon man, 
that two and two could not be 
equal to four, nor fire produce 
heat, nor the fun light, without 
an afl of the human under- 
standing. 

OF GOD. 

That it is unreafonable to 
believe god to be infinitely wife 
#nd good, while. there is any 
evil or diforder in the univerfe* 

That we have no good rcafon 
to think, the univerfe proceeds 
from a caufe* 

That as the exiftence of the 
external world is queftionable, 
we are at a lofs to find argu- 
ments by which we may prove 

g z ^ 
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the exiftence of the Supreme 
Being, or any of his attributes. 

That when we {peak of 
Power* as an attribute of any " 
being, god himfelf not ex- 
cepted, we ufe words without 
meaning. 

That we can form no idea of 
power, nor of any being endued 
with power, much left of one 
endued with infinite power ; 
and that we can never have rea- 
fon to believe, that any objedt, 
or quality of any object exifts, 
of which we cannot form an 
idea *. 

# The poor prodigal G entile % in the pa- 
rable, was hardly reduced to feed upon fucb 
PU6KS as thefe. How good and how joyful 
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OF THE MORALITY OF 
HUMAN ACTIONS. • 

That every human a&ion is 
neceffary, and could not have 
been different from what it is. 

That moral, intellectual, and 
corporeal virtues are nearly of 
the fame kind — In other words, 
that to want honefty, and to 
want understanding, and to want 
a leg, are equally the objects of 
moral difapprobation. 

That adultery muft be prac- 
tifed, if men would obtain all 

t thing mail it be, for one, that has been fo 
reduced, to return to the houfe of his hea- 
venly Father, where there is bread enough* 
and to /pare*— to know the only true god, and 
JE8V3 christ, whom be hat h Jent I 
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the advantages of. life; that, if 
generally pra&ifed, it would in 
time ceafe to be fcandalous ; 
and that, if pra&ifed fecretly 
and frequently, it would by de- 
grees come to be thought no 
crime at all. 

Laftly, as the foul of man/ 
according to Mr. HtJME, be- 
comes every moment a different 
being, the confequencc muft be, 
that . the. crimes committed by 
him at one time, cannot be im- 
putable to him at another *. 

* •' My Enquiry concerning the Principles of 
" Moral/ is of all my writings, hiftorical, 
" philofophkal, or literary, incomparably 

J« the BEST." LIFE, p. l6. 
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I believe, Dodtor smith, the 
reader is now fully prepared ttf 
enter into the fpirit of your con- 
cluding fentence, which there- 
fore fhall be mine. 

" I have always confidered 
" Mr. hume, both in his life- 
€€ time, and fince his death, as 
" approaching as nearly to the 
" idea of a perfectly wise 

"AND VIRTUOUS MAN, as 

" perhaps the nature of humaii 
" frailty will permit." 



THE END. 
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